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Responsiveness to potential knowledge gaps on the behalf of researchers also seems to have been 
salient in the process of putting research into use. The formation and maintenance of longer-term          
relationships between researchers, research users and those involved in advocacy has shown to require 
time and resources that may extend beyond project timelines. Dialogue and networking are thus crucial 
for forming longer-term relationships that act to facilitate the translation of research into use; time and 
commitment on the behalf of researchers as well as support on the behalf of funders are therefore key.

The parameters for assessing research quality vary among stakeholders and can include various 
factors, such as inclusivity, ethics, credibility of the researchers, the relevance of the research, and the 
costs associated with research translation. Peer reviewed publications, which are sine qua non in   
establishing research quality in academia, may not be important for other stakeholders. It is thus            
important to understand how research users conceptualize and assess research quality, and                
subsequently incorporate these parameters into research design and delivery. 

Many times, impacts may occur well beyond the timeframe of particular research projects. Researchers 
and funders may therefore need to not only devise ways of remaining engaged with the processes of 
putting research into use beyond project timelines but also develop frameworks for monitoring and 
evaluation which can capture impacts over extended timeframes. At the very least, it is imperative to be 
careful to not over-burden research projects with expectations of impact as there are limits to what a 
research project can deliver.

Write more about impact activities 
and experiences with RIU.

Consider a range of impacts 
when planning research impact 
strategies.

Think about stakeholders prefer-
ences for knowledge sources and 
parameters for research quality

In thinking about composition of 
research teams, also think about 
integrating partners who can 
facilitate RIU.

Look at existing capacities for 
research uptake (e.g. in setting 
out sampling parameters).

Research and impacts take place 
on different time-scales.  Be 
patient (and be prepared!).

Think about a wide range of 
impacts and ways of capturing 
these beyond the time-frames of 
particular research projects.

Facilitate building of a community 
of scholarship on RIU (create 
dissemination vehicles; provide 
incentives to researchers to write 
about RIU experiences).

While projects may come to an 
end, researchers’ may need to 
remain involved for putting 
research into use.  Funding 
support for such initiatives is 
required.

Collaborative work, research 
partners take time to develop.  
Perhaps funders can support 
such processes.


	SHEET 5 page 1 copy
	SHEET 5 page 2

