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Cultural memory and tradition

Social economy

Meaning and mechanisms of social responsibility

Identity and belonging

Care for the future

Core aspects of cohesion
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Cohesive Societies landscape reviews
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Key findings

- Discussion of societal cohesion is often reactive 

- Definitional ambiguity has up and downsides

- Cohesion may be a positive goal in its own right

- Cohesion can be a process or a destination

- Includes social and structural components

- Arises at different geographical/social levels
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Overcoming these divisions 
and bringing our country 
together is the central 
challenge of our time… 
Shared Society
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“We know the 
mantra of the 
campaign that has 
just gone by… It is 
deliver Brexit, unite 
the country, and 
defeat Jeremy 
Corbyn, and that’s 
what we’re going to 
do….we are going to 
unite this amazing 
country and take it 
forward..”
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In it together? 
Views of cohesion as we Brexit via 

Covid19
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Samples: Representative from Scotland, Wales, Kent, Ns circa 1500, 1500, 370*  data for June 2020 are provisional and not rea
Source: Abrams, Lalot, Broadwood, 2020 [Nuffield Foundation/University of Kent/Belong]

*data for June 2020 are provisional and not ready for wider circulation – contact DA for details.
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Priorities for deeper investigation

- How societal cohesion relates to other social goals

- How it relates to economic and political priorities

- How it works with different identities

- How it changes over time and place 

- New and better ways to measure, understand and 
improve societal cohesion

- More coherent policy involving societal cohesion
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Further information:

www.thebritishacade

my.ac.uk/cohesive-

societies
https://www.thebritishacademy.ac.uk/programme/cohesive-societies
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