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Core aspects of cohesion

Cultural memory and tradition

Social economy

Meaning and mechanisms of social responsibility
ldentity and belonging

Care for the future
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- Discussion of societal cohesion is often reactive W = -
- Definitional ambiguity has up and downsides - -
- Cohesion may be a positive goal in its own right Cohesive S‘&cietiesf
- Cohesion can be a process or a destination scoping c(‘mcepts

- Includes social and structural components and Priorities

Discussions at a British Academy

- Arises at different geographical/social levels Cminaon 50 a0

https://www.thebritishacademy.ac.uk/programmes/cohesive-societies/
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Home Nominate Award Winners

“I'm proud my hand p
campaign’s peace cloth”

Read more »

This Week's Award Winner

Itis a vital part of the Big Sociely that people feel they can
give, they can contribute, and they can play a part. To me that
is a really important vision for the future of our country.

Award Winners Stories

Spotlight on

News And Blogs

Press

Overcoming these divisions
and bringing our country
together is the central
challenge of our time...
Shared Society

Prime Minister, David Cameron
Nominate Now
share this page [ (6 B

No.10 Big Society

Award Winners 2014

Here we recognise
outstanding organisations
whose innovative and
dedicated work improves
lives and strengthens
communities,

Nominate
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Boris Johnson urges countries to
pull together in coronavirus battle

Prime Minister Boris Johnson. Credit: PA

Boris Johnson will urge countries to “pull together” and share their expertise as he co-hosts an
international conference to drive the race for coronavirus treatments, tests and vaccines.

The Prime Minister will describe the challenge facing humanity as the “most urgent shared
endeavour of our lifetimes”.

ARl “We are in this together and together we will prevail.



Forms of Cohesion

Prejudice

Low

High

Low

Good
Relations

High

Benign Indifference

Atomised, disengaged
community,
unconcerned about
others

Malign Antipathy

Fragmented,
discontented,
disengaged community
hostile to both internal
and external rivals or
enemies

Harmonious
Cohesion

Cohesive, engaged
community, open and
flexible

Rivalrous Cohesion

Cohesive, engaged
community but is
competitive towards
subordinates, rivals,
enemies



'Deliver Brexit and unite the country":
Boris Johnson's first speech as Tory “We know the
leader - video mantra of the

campaign that has

/&,&H , just gone by... It is

{ \«

deliver Brexit, unite
the country, and
defeat Jeremy
Corbyn, and that’s
what we’re going to
do....we are going to
unite this amazing
country and take it
forward..”
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‘ Al Historical racism may be behind
it England’s higher BAME Covid-19 rate
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BLM 'band of brothers' hope rescue of
counter-protester sends message

of racists, says Lee Russell, who
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Home UK World Business Politics Tech Science Health Family & Education

Newsbeat

Lockdown: ‘Noisy neighbours are ruining
my life’

By Manish Pandey and Will Chalk
Newsbeat reporters

© 12 May 2020 f © ¥ M < Shae

Coronavirus pandemic
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Employers could UK announces 627 Bosses battle Can my boss force House prices now ‘We stand behmd aII
have to pay staff to more coronavirus furloughed workers | me to return to predicted to fall 7% nurses': Kate leads

Police attend traveller funeral as mourners flout social
distancing rules after they demand body back from the
undertaker - and drive it to church in back of a Transit van

« About 60 grievers, some swigging beer, were watched by Bedfordshire Police at Dunstable Cemetery at 10am
» The group was blatantly flouting government lockdown rules on social distancing - brought in to tackle Covid



Favouring young over old in Covid-19
treatment justifiable, says ethicist

Prof Arthur Caplan: age a “valid criterion” to use when making the m NEWS SHOWBIZ & TV SPORT COMMENT FINANCE
“terrible choice”
L N UK WEATHER WORLD ROYAL POLITICS SCIENCE NATURE WEIRD SUNDAY SC

Coronavirus - latest updates
See all our coronavirus coverage

1) E
£ et ENTRANCE

Home News UK

Age discrimination! Anger erupts
at plot for tougher lockdown
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A Paramedics transfer an elderly patient with Covid-19 sympton Ospital In Brookiyn, New Y
Photograph: Braulio Jatar/SOPA Images/REX/Shutterstock The Guardian view Columnists Cartoons Opinion videos Letters

Older people should be denied treatment for the coronavirus if a younger,

healthy person needs help, according to Prof Arthur Caplan, a prominent Us ~ OPinion Coronavirus has d@@p@ﬂﬁd pr Ejl_ldice

Coronavirus outbreak

medical ethicist. Age, he said, was a “valid criterion” to use when making the agaiHSt Oldef people
“terrible choice” of who should receive scarce resources during the

pandemic. John Harris




In it together?
Views of cohesion as we Brexit via
Covid19



% see growing or strongly growing divisions

between:

80
70

60
5
4
3
2
1

UK vs Europe Scotland vs Remainersvs  Wealthy vs Poor  Young vs Old
England Leavers

B Feb-20 May-20 M Jun-20

O O o o o o

Samples: Representative from Scotland, Wales, Kent, Ns circa 1500, 1500, 370* data for June 2020 are provisional and n
Source: Abrams, Lalot, Broadwood, 2020 [Nuffield Foundation/University of Kent/Belong]

*data for June 2020 are provisional and not ready for wider circulation — contact DA for details.



Priorities for deeper investigation ] »

- How societal cohesion relates to other social goals .y X ,‘:’
- How it relates to economic and political priorities 3 g~
- How it works with different identities B b .. 4
| . Cohesive Societies
- How it changes over time and place : -
- N nd better ways to measure, understand and Scopm_g qqncep ts
SWa Y ’ and Priorities

Improve societal cohesion
- More coherent policy involving societal cohesion

Discussions at a British Academy
seminar on 30 January 2019

https://www.thebritishacademy.ac.uk/programmes/cohesive-societies/
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Further information: https://www.thebritishacademy.ac.uk/programme/cohesive-societies
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Thank you

10-11 Carlton House Terrace,
London, SW1Y 5AH
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